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FOREWORD 


N 1895, through purchase, the British Museum came into possession of 
| the Atlas of Portolan Charts which is here reproduced in an edition 
of one hundred and ten copies. 

The original, rich in colors, red, green, blue, and gold, is remarkably 
well preserved, and may justly be called one of the most interesting and 
valuable atlases of the early years of great geographical discoveries. It 
appears to be not only the oldest known Portolan Atlas on whose charts 
any part of the New World is laid down, but the oldest known atlas in 
which the coast regions of a very large part of the entire world are repre- 
sented with a fair approach to accuracy. 

Although neither signed nor dated, the several charts exhibit certain 
features which suggest the authorship of Vesconte de Maiollo, and in the 
astronomical tables, on fol. 11b, an argument may be found for assigning 
it to the year 1508. Whoever the author may have been, he must be 
credited as one possessing the skill of an expert draughtsman, the good 
judgment of an intelligent map-maker, and the knowledge of a geographer 
who endeavored to keep himself informed concerning the most recent 
discoveries. 

A considerable part of the Atlantic coast-line of the New World is 
represented in the somewhat roughly sketched world map on fol. rb. 
Parts of this coast likewise appear, carefully drawn, with numerous place 
names on fols. 7b, 8a, 8b, and ga. 

The several charts of the Mediterranean region, including the Caspian 


and Black Seas, to each of which a special page is given, the charts of the 


Iberian and of the French coasts, of Great Britain, Ireland, and Holland, 
are unsurpassed in their excellence by other known contemporary charts 
of the type to which they belong. ‘The Indian peninsulas and the east 
coast of Asia bear striking resemblance to those regions as laid down by 
Cantino, by Canerio, and by Waldseemiiller in his Carta Marina of 1516. 
Fols. 11b and 12a contain tables not unlike those to be found in the best 
copies of early Portolan Atlases. These tables, calculated from the year 
1508, show how to find the days on which the new moon appears, how 
to determine the dates of movable feasts, and how to ascertain the position 
of the sun and moon in the signs of the zodiac. 

From a central point in each chart thirty-two lines radiate in a manner 
characteristic of the type, but the usual sixteen crossing points, arranged 
in a circle, are wanting, and all compass- or wind-roses have been omitted. 
There are also numerous crossing lines which do not pass through the center, 
lines drawn as groups or systems of parallels, at wide intervals, blocking 
out the page in large rectangles. 

The orientation of each chart is indicated in the border by those 
characters which on Italian portolan charts represent the four principal 
directions; that is, the north by the point of the compass-needle @ (Tra- 
montana), the east by the Greek cross ® (Levante), the south by the letter 
O (Ostro), the west by the letter P (Ponente). 

[Seas Per, 


APRIL. 20, orl. 


biot OF CHARTS AND TABLES 


I. fol. 1a. Blank in original, and attached to the inside of front cover. 


II. fol. tb. Wortp Map, including a rough outline of the east coast 


TLE: fol. 


IV. fol. 


V. fol. 


Viv tol 


VII. fol. 


VIL fol. 


xX fol: 


Xitel: 


2a. 
20: 
aa. 
3b. 


4a. 
4b. 


ga. 


Gb: 


of North America, and of South America to a point near 
40° south latitude. A faint outline of a part of the 
Pacific coast appears as it was often conjecturally repre- 
sented on very early charts of the New World. The Old 
World as sketched indicates the improvements made on 
the Ptolemy maps in the first decade of the sixteenth 
century, notably in northern Europe, in southern Africa, 
and in the Indian region of Asia. 


Tue Caspian SEA, indicating a remarkable knowledge 
of the geography of the region. 

Tue Brack Sea with the Sea or Azov and the Sra or 
MarRMORA. 

THe Eastern MEDITERRANEAN from the Levant to the 
meridian of western Greece. 

Tue ASGEAN SEA, presenting very numerous geographical 
details. 

Tue AprRIATIC SEA and the ITALIAN CoastTs. 


THe CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN Coasts included be- 
tween meridians 11° and 22° east longitude. 


THE WeEsTERN MEDITERRANEAN COAsTs included. be- 
tween meridians 11° east and 1° west longitude. 


Tue SouTH AND West Coasts oF SPAIN with a section 
of the NorTuwest Coast or Arrica, and the MADEIRA 
IsLANDs. 


XI. 


XII. 


XIII. 


DIV, 


XV. 


XVI. 


XVII. 


NVI. 


r.2.OUF 


XXIII. 


XXIV. 


fol. 6a 
fol. 6b. 
fol. 7a. 
fol. 7b. 
fol. 8a 
fol. 8b 
fol. ga. 
fol. gb. 
. fol. 10a. 
. fol. rob. 
Piolon ta: 
fol. r1rb. 
fol. 12a. 
fol. 12b 


. THE Coasts oF THE Bay oF Biscay, of the ENGLIsH 


CHANNEL, and the Souru or IRELAND. 
GREAT BRITAIN, IRELAND, and the Coast or HoLianp. 
DenMarK and the Batrtic Coasts. 


A SECTION OF THE NorTHWEST Coast oF SouTH AMER- 
IcA with dotted outline of the Gutr or Mexico. 


. Tue Wesr Inpies and the Nortu Coast or SouTH 


AMERICA TO THE MouTH OF THE ORINOCO. 


. THe ATLANTIC with NortTHwestT AFrica and WEstT- 


ERN Europe on the right, with LasBrapor, “Terra de 
lebrados,”’ and NEwFrouNnDLAND, ‘Terra de los bachalaos,”’ 
on the left. 


Tue NorTueast Coast or SoutTH AMERICA to latitude 
10° south, with a section of the Wesr Coast or AFRICA. 
The eastern mainland of South America is called ‘Terra 
Sancte Crucis,” that to the west ‘Antiglia.” 


Tue West anp SouTH Coast oF AFRICA from Sierra 
Leon to Rio do Infante. 


THe East Coast or AFRICA with the Rep Sea, the 
ARABIAN Sea, the Persian Gu tr, and the INDIAN OcEAN. 


THe Coasts oF INDIA AND OF FuRTHER INDIA with 
numerous islands. 


Tue East Coast oF Asta as far north as Japan, ‘ Chis- 
girina insula.” 


TAaBLeEs for finding the days of the new moon and the 
dates of movable feasts. 


TABLEs indicating the position of the sun and moon in the 
signs of the zodiac. 


Blank in original, and attached to the inside of back cover. 
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